
 

Lovelace Seeks to Raise Awareness of Neuroendocrine Tumors (NET) 
 
NASHVILLE (Wednesday, November 9, 2016) – Cindy Lovelace, former Nashville radio 
executive (WKDA/WDKF/WGFX), cancer survivor and co-founder of the Healing NET 
Foundation, is one of six nominees nationwide for the Hero of Hope™ Patient Award from 
the Academy of Oncology Nurse & Patient Navigators® (AONN+). The Award will be 
given out at AONN’s seventh annual Navigation and Survivorship Conference next week 
in Las Vegas on Saturday, November 19.  
 
The Hero of Hope™ Award seeks to honor individuals who are living with cancer and who 
are inspiring others through their contributions to their communities, by serving as a role 
model to other cancer patients and survivors, or by exuding extraordinary spirit, grace 
and optimism in the face of adversity.  
 
“I am honored to be nominated for The Hero of Hope™ Award as it gives me the 
opportunity to raise awareness of ‘Neuroendocrine Tumors’ and NET Cancer Awareness 
Day,” said Lovelace. “After surviving breast cancer and being declared cancer-free in 
2005, I was diagnosed with NET six years later – a diagnosis I am still fighting today. 
Having never heard of this particular cancer and finding very few resources about it, I 
established The Healing NET Foundation with co-founder, neuroendocrine surgeon Dr. 
Eric Liu. Together, we strive to provide education and support to the medical community 
and help patients connect to better resources.”  
 
In an attempt to educate the public on this rare cancer, Thursday, November 10 has been 
designated nationally as “NET Cancer Awareness Day” - #NETCancerDay. 
Neuroendocrine cancer made headlines in 2011 as it claimed the life of Apple’s Steve 
Jobs, the same year Lovelace was diagnosed with the same type of cancer. Watch 
Cindy’s story here.  
 
Cindy Francis Lovelace began a radio news career in Nashville at WKDA-WKDF in 1979, 
serving as a Capitol Hill reporter, then Program Director/News Anchor. In 1995, she 
became Director of Promotions at WKDF/WGFX radio, and was promoted to Director of 
Marketing and Promotions for WKDF/WGFX/Titans Radio when the company purchased 
the rights to Tennessee Titans Radio Network in 1998. During her radio career, Lovelace 
helped launch several large scale concert events involving national artists, including the 
first major concert at Riverfront Park, the Tennessee Titans pre-game concerts, and a 
rebranding of the Music City July 4 event with the Nashville Convention and Visitor’s 
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Bureau. In 2010, after 32 years in the broadcast business, she launched an independent 
business as an event-marketing consultant.   
 
In 2011, she accepted a position as Director of Development for the TJ Martell Foundation 
in Nashville, a national organization that raises monies for cancer research. She led the 
organization’s efforts in Nashville to raise $2 million over a two-year period, chiefly 
through artist-related events. 
Lovelace was diagnosed the same year with neuroendocrine (NET) cancer due to an 
incidental scan. She was already a breast cancer survivor (2005) and expected a protocol 
for treatment, but her oncologist had no information. Following surgery to resect the tumor 
in her pancreas, she went online and found Dr. Eric Liu by conducting a Google search 
that night, discovering that he too was in Nashville, and had opened a NET clinic at 
Vanderbilt Ingram Cancer Center. 
 
Soon, Lovelace was one of the first patients to participate in the first Gallium 68 clinical 
trial opened by Dr. Liu in the U. S. This scan revealed additional tumors in her liver, which 
are now managed with a combination of surgery and medicine. Lovelace teamed up with 
Dr. Liu to cofound The Healing NET Foundation (HNF), which funds programs to better 
educate the general medical community about NET cancer, and empowers patients to 
advocate for their care through the health system. Dr. Liu is the Chief Medical Advisor of 
HNF, and is now affiliated with The Neuroendocrine Institute at Rocky Mountain Cancer 
Centers (RMCC) in Denver, CO.  
  
Lovelace and her husband Gene reside in the Nashville area and together have four 
children, four grandchildren, and enjoy travel, and sailing on the lakes of Tennessee 
and Kentucky. 
 


