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Education + Progress = Hope

Notes from the “road” with HNF Executive Director Cindy Lovelace

Dear Healing NET Family, 

HNF Board
Member Spotlight

GARY MURFIN, PHD,
KENT, WA (Board member
since 2015 and NET
Survivor)  

Retired VP of Marketing
Analytics-Macy’s
Department Stores, Former
Marketing Dir and VP at
Persis & Harvath Newspaper
groups. Read More

SHILPA SHAH-MEHTA,
EAST HANOVER, NJ (Board
member since 2016) 
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It’s unique being both a NET patient and the person responsible for the
day to day operations of an organization providing education and
awareness of the disease. A couple of weeks ago I attended Digestive
Disease Week (DDW) in Chicago, where GI physicians, health care
providers in the gastroenterology field, and researchers gather annually
from around the world. I sat in on an excellent presentation monitored
by Dr. David Metz and Dr. Michelle Kim (both NET specialists who serve
on Healing NET’s Scientific Advisory Committee) that focused on the
progress of NET research projects, including the small bowel NET
familial study at NIH, the NETest from Wren Laboratories, and studies
from University of Michigan to China. It was encouraging and personal
at the same time. 

These various studies are not yet complete or published, but from a
patient standpoint, it’s heartening to know there are young researchers
and expert physicians internationally focused on this disease. There
were a lot of questions in the room from physicians attending the
conference, particularly as to how information might impact how they
inform and treat their patients. From the perspective of the Healing NET
Foundation, that interest is headed right down the road we want—in the
direction of the right treatment, by the right team, at the right time.
That’s exciting. That’s hopeful.  

If you have a family history of small bowel NET (carcinoid), please
consider checking out the current NIH study (Natural History of Familial
Carcinoid Tumor) as they are still recruiting participants.

Prior to attending DDW, Healing NET sponsored one of the NCAN
patient conferences in Seattle, where among others, Dr. Thor
Halfanarson of Mayo Clinic shared a SEER study showing statistics of
increased NET cancer diagnosis, and improvement in survival in
distance stage GI and pancreatic tumors. The rise in incidence is
attributed to better awareness and education. While this is encouraging
news on one level, it also pinpoints how much more education is
needed to move the needle.

SEER Study on increased incidence of NETS  
Study shows progress and hope for NET diagnosis and prognosis. Click
here to find out more 

member since 2016) 

An accomplished marketing,
sales and communications
executive with over 25 years
of experience in the
pharmaceutical industry.
Read more

2017 ANNUAL
LACNETS PATIENT
EDUCATION
CONFERENCE *FREE
REGISTRATION NOW
OPEN!*

Welcome to our newest

employee, Margaret

Bean

Healing Net Foundation
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Bottom Line: Neuroendocrine tumors are increasing in incidence and
prevalence owing to increased diagnosis of early-stage tumors. Survival
of patients with distant-stage tumors has improved, reflecting
improvements in therapies.

EDUCATION…EDUCATION…EDUCATION

5,000 NET Primers Distributed 

Contributions to the The Healing NET Foundation
fund programs like our free NET Primer for
Healthcare Professionals, written by our Scientific
Advisory Committee, a group of physicians and

As a school administrator, I
became very accustomed to
serving people I saw every day.
Now I am serving many people I
will never see, but I still
experience the needs of NET
patients, caregivers and health
care professionals as very
immediate and urgent. Joining
The Healing NET Foundation team
has been rewarding because of the
complementarity of our skills and
interests as a sta� together
serving this cause of advocating
"the right treatment, by the right
team, at the right time."

We’re excited to introduce
our Lung Neuroendocrine
Tumor (LungNET) and GI
Neuroendocrine Tumor (GI
NET) Support Community, a
resource developed in
partnership with Inspire and
NCAN to help patients and
caregivers affected by lung
NETs and GI NETs share
support and information.
Inspire is a company that
builds and manages secure
and moderated online
support communities for
some 800,000 patients and
caregivers. Click the link to
join the LungNET
conversations  or the GI NET
conversations today! 

Healing NET Foundation
advocates for the right treatment,
by the right team, at the right time.

https://lungnet.inspire.com/
https://www.inspire.com/groups/gi-neuroendocrine-tumor-ginet/


patient advocates with expertise in neuroendocrine
(NET) cancer.

The 12-page booklet provides vetted peer-to-peer
information about the basics of neuroendocrine
cancer from diagnosis to treatment that is tailored for
the health care professional. It is available in hard
copy or as a PDF download on our website.

Healing NET Foundation has distributed close to
5,000 NET Primers to patient support groups, patient
advocacy organizations, physicians conferences, and
clinics. Click here to make a donation to support the
NET Primer and other Healing NET programs.
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